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December 2007

Mission and Objectives

The Newport Hills Community Club is a volunteer neighborhood organization that serves its membership by publishing news and information, by acting as a forum for issues that pertain to our area, by supporting and taking positive action towards community improvements and promoting regular social events throughout the year for all residents who receive the Club’s newsletter.
Since the Club was formed in 1969 we rely on volunteers to accomplish our Mission and Objectives. We are 100% volunteer. Come
and join us at the General Membership Meetings each quarter or Board Meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm at the
Newport Hills Community Church, 5833 119th Ave SE, Newport Hills, WA 98006. Membership dues are voluntary and cost $8.00 per
year. (Dues are not tax deductible because the Club is not a tax-exempt organization).
th

Mailing Address: NHCC 5806A 119 Ave SE, PMB #222, Bellevue WA 98006
Visit our website at: http://www.newporthillscommunityclub.org

Newport Hills Community Club Newsletter is published and funded by your voluntary yearly membership dues.

Welcome Your NHCC
2008 Elected Team!
Congratulations to elected 2008 Board Officers and Area
Trustees. Regretfully Beverly Heyden
who was elected President announced
that she is moving from the neighborhood and will not be able to serve as
club president. During our November
meeting, it was unanimously decided
that Gary Thramer continue as club
President for the term of 2008. Gary
will also continue as Cool Car Show Chair.
At our October 16, 2007 General Membership Meeting, we
elected the 2008 Executive Board and Area Trustees for evennumbered years. Our election results are as follows:
2008 Executive Board:
President Gary Thramer
Secretary Barbara Lee

Vice President
Treasurer

Cheryl Nygaard
Elinor Smith

New even-numbered Area Trustees:
Area 4-Debbie Margolis
Area 14-Debbie Worthy
Area 6-Steve Kunkel
Area 27-Lisa Viereck
Area 10-Heather Rane co-representer
Continuing even-numbered Area Trustees are:
Area 8-Judi Bubos
Area 10-Laura Johnson-Sands
Area 12-Sheila Anderson
Area 22-Ray Osburn
Areas which still need Trustees are: 2, 7, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20,
23, 24, 26, 28 & 29.
To see which Area you live in, please visit the Newport Hills
Community Club's website and click on 'our neighborhood' for
a complete map of the neighborhood.

Santa Claus is Coming!
We have received word that
Santa is coming to Newport Hills on
Saturday December 15th!
Led by a Bellevue Fire Engine, he will tour certain streets of Newport Hills and hand out treats
to all boys and girls! For the first time we are
collecting food for our neighbors in need. Check
out the NHCC website events page for more
details and a map of the tour route:
http://newporthillscommunityclub.org/events.shtml

Locate the tour street nearest you
& listen for the siren!
Saturday December 15th
9:00am to 1:00 pm — Fire truck tour.
1:30 to 2:30pm — Meet Santa, take photos and
enjoy merriment at Cornerstone Dance Studio.
(more information on page 7)

Holiday Lights Contest
Decorate your home for the holidays and your
home may be awarded the NHCC HOLIDAY
LIGHTS AWARD.
From December 8th to December 22nd, 2007
the NHCC board member judges will drive around
our neighborhood and select homes that have
been creatively decorated with outdoor lights and
outstanding displays. One winning home will be
awarded a Red Apple Market $25 gift certificate.
Newport Hills Most Creative
Holiday Lights Award!
Decorate your home & you can win!

Visit the Newport Hills Community Club website at: http://newporthillscommunityclub.org
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President’s Message

Planning for Tomorrow
As 2007 begins to fade into winter, I look back on my year as President with a sense of
pride. Many exciting things are happening in Newport Hills as we change and grow. The
future is bright, but not without many challenges. However, what gives me great hope
and excitement looking forward to 2008 is that as a community, we do come together to
protect and preserve our unique quality of life. All the volunteers who serve our community club are committed individuals who will continue to help make this community a better
place for years to come.
Later this month, on November 27th at 7:00 pm in the Newport Hills Community Church, we will be hosting the first of
three neighborhood meetings to determine what the "new look" of our neighborhood's identity should be. This program is sponsored by the City of Bellevue and will involve the design, material type and locations of neighborhood
entrance signs. Everyone is invited to attend and participate in the process that will showcase our community.
We have a beautiful new elementary school being constructed in the middle of our community and the expansion of I405 going on at the bottom of the hill, not to mention a new retaining pond being built in the middle of Coal Creek
Park. This is a busy place that needs this community club to provide the oversight, information and the forum, to discuss the issues and help folks get involved in the programs or issues that are important to them. Your community
club is a group of dedicated volunteers, who care about this neighborhood and the quality of life we all receive from
living here.
As the city of Bellevue grows higher toward the sky, Newport Hills will continue to feel the forces of change. Bellevue
is a great city and we are fortunate to be a part of a city that takes care of its surrounding neighborhoods. We have
wonderful merchants and a retail core that supports this community 100%, and I thank them for it. Make sure you
visit them whenever you can. And last, but not least, I began this year with a theme, "random acts of community service". My wish is that everyone in Newport Hills will get the opportunity to participate, randomly or purposefully, in
community service. No matter how big or how small, every act of community service is important in keeping Newport
Hills a wonder place to live. Keep up the good work.

Happy Holidays to Everyone

Gary Thramer
Newport Hills Community Club President

A big thank you to the 79 members that joined since our last newsletter! Our 2007
membership total is now 738 members which is still far behind our 2007 goal of 1000 members and 19% lower than
where we were this time last year. Membership runs from April 1st to March 31st, and it's never too late to join! The
community needs your support!
During our October meeting we elected even-numbered Trustees. Please welcome our new Trustees: Area 4Debbie Margolis; Area 6-Steve Kunkel; Area 10-Heather Rane will co-represent; Area 14-Debbie Worthy; Area 27Lisa Viereck. Thank you too for the continuing Trustees: Area 8-Judi Bubos; Area 10-Laura Johnson-Sands; Area 12Sheila Anderson; Area 22-Ray Osburn. To see which Area you live in, please visit the Newport Hills Community
Club's website www.newporthillscommunityclub.org and click on 'our neighborhood'.
Sandi Tampa
Memberhip Chair

Visit the Newport Hills Community Club website at: http://newporthillscommunityclub.org/
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Volunteer spotlight features Michelle Hilhorst our
Youth– Activity Co-chair—Santa Tour Coordinator.
We are so lucky to have such an positive and energetic volunteer! Thank you so much for all your creativity and hard work!
Michelle Hilhorst moved to Newport Hills over five and
a half years ago after she had been married only two
months. Now, she and her husband Jim are proud
parents of two sons and a dog. Michelle agrees that
Newport Hills provides so much of what she had while
growing up in North Carolina: neighborhood parks, cul
-de-sacs, kids out playing and riding bikes, plus great
neighbors. Jim and Michelle are happy to have their
children growing up here.
Michelle has taken an active role as the Area 13 Trustee and as a committee co-chairperson with the Newport Hills Community Club. As the coordinator for the
Santa Tour, she has found many opportunities to interact with community members and bring holiday
cheer to the children. “I love going around with Santa
and seeing all the children run out in their pajamas,
parents carrying the little ones, and our “young at
heart” neighbors waving from their windows or balconies. It’s definitely a day of joy, excitement, laughter and incredible sense of community. I love the connection and happiness we bring to the neighbors of
Newport Hills with this traditional event” says Michelle.

Thank you ...
Michelle Hilhorst for giving your time and energy
to your community as a
committed volunteer in
Newport Hills!

The Newport Hills Community Club is
a volunteer neighborhood organization that serves
its membership by publishing news and information, by acting as a forum for issues that pertain
to our area, by supporting and taking positive action towards community improvements and promoting regular social events throughout the year
for residents who receive the Club’s newsletter.
UPCOMING MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS Membership meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at 7pm. All members are invited to
attend the Membership Meetings. Upcoming meetings will be on December 18th, January 15th, February 19th and March 18th. Meetings are held at
the Newport Hills Community Church at 5833
119th Ave. SE, Bellevue, WA, phone:
425.746.8034.
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS:
Santa Tour
Dec 15th, 2007
Holiday Lights Contest
Dec 8th to 22nd, 2007
All Newport Hills Community residents are encouraged to attend meetings and events. It’s a great
way to make your community a better place.

PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Steve Kunkel
Past President 2007

At the end of this year I will have completed my three
year cycle of serving our Club as Vice President, President and Past President. I will continue my involvement
and my support of our club and events. I have volunteered as Trustee for Area 6 and will be assisting Sandi
Tampa with membership responsibilities as well as Chair
of the 4th of July Family Picnic.
It has been my good fortune to have served the Club
for this time because I have learned a lot about people,
myself and the importance of COMMUNITY in my life. I
have also had the pleasure of meeting some really quality people. There isn’t space here to list all the people I
want to thank so I will just say thank you to all Club Officers, Trustees and Committee Chairs for your support
and continuing dedication to making Newport Hills a
great community to live in. Thank you, Steve Kunkle

Visit the Newport Hills Community Club website at: http://newporthillscommunityclub.org
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NEIGHBOR EDITORIAL
Standing on 119th daily awaiting the 114 bus
for Seattle, I am surprised by the traffic descending toward Coal Creek Parkway. The flow of
cars does not bother me but the speed at which
many travel does.
Assuming these speed demons are not our neighbors, here
is what we should do. For obvious reasons, obey all posted
speed limit signs in all neighborhoods. While driving, simply put
your car in second gear. This forces your car to maintain a slow
speed, even while traveling down hills.
This will accomplish three things:
1) You will avoid a speeding ticket;
2) It will diminish noise; and most importantly, you will help
the drivers behind you to maintain a safe and legal speed.
3) Force those who are speeding to SLOW DOWN. Even if
the driver rides your bumper or gives you the evil eye or finger,
be diligent.
If we as residents lead by example, perhaps everyone will
abide by the law, or give up their short cut and sit (im)patiently
on Coal Creek Parkway! Who’s with me?

www.newporthillscommunityclub.org

WEB-UPDATE...
Did you know you can sign up to receive email alerts and information related to Newport Hills? Provide your email address
with your membership form and we will add you to the list OR
go to the website and add your email address:
http://newporthillscommunityclub.org/contacts.shtml#listserve
Examples of information:
· Notice of upcoming NHCC meetings and guest speakers
· Reminders of upcoming events (Santa Tour, 4th of July picnic, etc.)
· Alerts of thefts and other crimes occurring in the area
Currently we have over 200 members on the list! Join now and
help us double or triple that number. Be assured your email
information will not be sold, auctioned, given or traded to any
other individual or group.
Website Guidelines: The Newport Hills Community Club has
approved a set of website guidelines for content published to
http:/ newporthillscommunityclub.org/ These guidelines will be
published as a separate page on the website and can be found
by clicking on "Website Policy" at the bottom of any page.

Happy Holidays, Everyone!
Grace Whiteaker, NHCC Web Master

Neighborhood
Identification Project
The city of Bellevue would like the club to host a
series of community meetings to discuss our new
neighborhood identification project. The first of
three such meetings is scheduled for Tuesday,
Nov 27th at 7:00 pm in the Newport Hills Community Church. Cheryl Kuhn, Emil King and Radhika
Nair are the lead staff for the city. This initial meeting will explore the nature of design, treatment
types and locations. The project is going to move
along much quicker than anticipated. The city
wants to reach the installation stage by the fall of
2008 (less than 1 year!) The preliminary budget is
up to $100,000 not including the art project funding. Hopefully, as many of you as possible can
attend. Thanks for your time.

Gary L. Thramer President 2008
by Elinor Smith
Numbers, Security, Controls, and Information
Yes, I have a day job as an Accountant for a Law Firm
in Seattle. Nope, I do not work for the City of Bellevue.
As an Accountant it's important that I protect NHCC's
assets and provide security and controls with personal
information.
The address we use for NHCC mail is our own Mail Box
store in Newport Hills Shopping Center. I am the only
person with a key and I check the mail box regularly. I
make deposits on a weekly basis. Once the year is completed and the Tax Return filed all copies of checks are
shredded. This insures that all bank account information and addresses on checks have been destroyed.
Current Club income to expenses for fiscal year 2007:
April 1, 2007 - October 31, 2007
Income $10,144.18 Expenses $9,860.17
Also….. I have been asked to present an Identity Theft
presentation to our membership. As we all become
more electronically attached Identity Theft has become
a key issue with individuals and companies. I have
taken classes and workshops put on both locally and
nationally and it is amazing how simple it has become to
change ones identity, steal information, open accounts
in different names, etc. It's not only the usual social security numbers, drivers license info, birth certificate,
checking accounts. It is health insurance, retirement
accounts and mortgages that are vulnerable to identity
theft. I look forward to seeing you at this meeting.

Visit the Newport Hills Community Club website at http://newporthillscommunityclub.org/
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Many thanks to Beverly
Heyden
for your many years of support of
the NHCC. Beverly has volunteered in our club as Treasurer, coChair 4th of July event & many
other positions. Beverly will be moving to a new
neighborhood. We will miss her dedication and smile.
Best Wishes!

H a v e Yo u J o i n e d ?
Only $8.00 per year
to become a member of your
neighborhood

Newport Hills
Community Club

Senior Programs
The Lake Heights YMCA Older Active
Adult Program have moved to the Newport Hills Community Church, at 5833
119th Ave. SE . The community church has welcomed us & offered a great space to continue our
activities: Community Service Projects, Crafts, Pinochle, & Fellowship. We meet on Tuesdays &
Thursdays; 9:30 – 2 pm and sack lunches
are available for a $3 donation. Reserve in
person early on the day or call the YMCA at
425-644-8417 for any questions.
Bingo is played once a month.
Bridge Group plays on Tuesdays 9-12
at the church, and Wednesdays 12-2:30 pm at
the Newport Hills Swim Clubhouse.

At only $ 8.00 per year, your voluntary membership
goes a long way. Your dues pays for The Spring Egg
Hunt, Community Clean-Up, 4th of July Picnic, Santa
Claus Tour, quarterly newsletters, our insurance & so
much more. Please join today by mailing your annual dues on this Cut out & mail coupon:

For Information call Jo Fritze 425-255-0895.
By Betty-May Coburn

mail to: Newport Hills Community Club

The Newport Hills Community Club offers the opportunity for
local businesses within the boundaries of the distribution to
purchase advertising in the community newsletter. This advertising opportunity is limited to residents & merchants of the
Newport Hills Community.
Advertising rates per issues:
1/8 page $ 100.00 or 1/4 page $ 200.00

5806A 119th Ave. SE, MB #222
Bellevue, WA 98006

Name:
____________________________________________

Address:
_____________________________________________

Advertise Your Local Businesses in the
NHCC Newsletter!!!

Pricing for August 2007 rates, & may change with out notice.

Donations $______________

The money raised from the paid advertising will pay the cost
of printing, folding, & mailing the newsletter 4 times per year
plus additional community activities. This newsletter will be
distributed to over 3,000 homes in the NHCC area.

Extra contributions help fund programs like the Santa Tour, 4th of
July & Spring Egg Hunt. Donations & dues are not tax deductible.
_____ Yes, I would like to volunteer.

Advertisement contract are due:
Spring —Jan 22nd
Fall — August 6th

Phone:________________________________________

Advertising in the NHCC Newsletter is a great way to introduce your business to your neighbors. Camera ready, ad size
artwork, a signed contract and prepayment is required. For
more information please contact: Cheryl Nygaard 401-5126.

______________________________________________

Enclosed are my 2006 dues

$8.00

Email:_________________________________________
All members who provide email addresses will be added to
our Announcements email list. Your email will not be sold
or given up for use outside of NHCC business.

Summer — April 30th
Winter — October 22nd

Visit the Newport Hills Community Club website at http://newporthillscommunityclub.org/
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We have received word that
Santa is coming to Newport
Hills on Saturday Dec. 15th!
Led by a Bellevue Fire Engine, he will tour through
Newport Hills and hand out
treats to all the boys and girls!
Tour begins at 9:00am and
will end at the Newport Hills
Shopping Center at 1:00pm.
Locate the tour street nearest
you & listen for the siren!
From 1:30-2:30pm Santa will
be spending time greeting visitors at the CornerStone Dance
Studio! Bring your camera and
join him for a photo opportunity
and merriment!
Canned Food Drive
Santa will be collecting
canned food along the way
and at the Cornerstone Dance
Studio for those in need.
For everyone’s safety – we ask that
no one climb on to Santa’s sleigh.
You may take photos next to the
sleigh, or join us at the studio for
photos with Santa. Thank you for
understanding our desire for a fun
and safe tour!

Sponsored by Newport Hills
Community Club
and Merchants.
Please Support Both!
For a larger colored map of Santa’s route, please visit the Newport Hills Community Club website at:
www.newporthillscommunityclub/events.org

